LAFN OUT LOUD

We are pleased to be issuing our third edition of “LAFN Out Loud.”
In this edition, we will be including reports from the Development
Department, Operations and a testimonial for “iCOMM.”

THE SPAM SITUATION

For a number of years, LAFN has relied on the ORBS database for
spam protection. ORBS monitored and identified open relays that
can be used by a spammer to send mail without any trace back to
themselves. Instead, the trace leads to some unsuspecting user of
the ISP with the relay. However, a court in New Zealand has
effectively shut down ORBS. Basically the spammers are now
winning in court. If this trend continues, you will be forced to pay
to receive the spam. This is considerably more effective than junk
mail through the post office where the sender pays.

At this time, LAFN is continuing to use the last database provided
by ORBS. Since ORBS was used by many major ISPs (including
AOL), there will be some general direction taken in this regard. We
will continue to follow what the ISP community is doing and try to
provide the most effective spam blocking possible.

The update to the LAFN servers has been completed. LAFN is now
offering the spam option to open up a user’'s account so that no
mail is blocked. There are a couple of considerations to be
addressed before requesting this service. They are as follows:

1. If you request this service and have previously established
bypasses for specific addresses, those bypasses will be removed
as they are no longer necessary.

2. You will receive all mail addressed to you (except for some
specific messages that contain viruses). This means that all
undesired or objectionable messages will be delivered. You will
be responsible for deleting them.

If you are interested in this option, send an e-mail to ops from your
LAFN account requesting it.



EQUIPMENT MOVE

The equipment move is now in progress. We are still waiting on the
delivery of some equipment shelves. Once they arrive, the entire
LAFN equipment will be down for the move. | anticipate the move
will start around 9 AM and we expect it to be complete by 5 PM.
The move will be done on a regular business day because the disks
we use run continuously. Sometimes when they are shut down,
they do not start back up. This is a common problem with
continuously operated disks and we need the ability to be able to
obtain replacements if this occurs. Once we know the actual date
of the move, a system bulletin will be issued.

NEWS FROM OUR DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

LAInsider.com has extended through June its offer to contribute
$1.00 to the LA Free-Net for every free classified advertisement
placed by LAFN users and friends on the LAInsider Website between
now and June 30, 2001. They have also upgraded their Classified
Advertising pages to make it easier to post your free ads and there
IS no cost to the seller or to the buyer for placing and answering
LAInsider classified ads.

You can help the LA Free-Net raise critically needed funds at no
cost to you by doing the following:

Connect to www.LAInsider.com

Click on “free Classifieds” on their Home Page

Place your advertisement(s)

Send an e-mail message to Mel Roseman (mel@lafn.org) In the

message tell him that you have placed (quantity) classified

advertisements on behalf of the LA Free-Net. This is the only
way LAFN can get credit.

5. Please tell your friends about this special promotion to benefit
the LA Free-Net, which is valid until June 30. Your friends do
not have to be LA Free-Net members to help LAFN at no cost to
themselves.

6. As an additional incentive, the user who places the most ads will

be given their choice of either a LAFN mug or a LAFN t-shirt.
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ICOMM TESTIMONIAL

A membership benefit of the Los Angeles Free-Net is access to
ICOMM. 1COMM is our exclusive hospital patient communications
system. As a member of the steering committee of LAFN, | was
excited that we were offering this benefit to our users. Little did |
know that | would be a beneficiary of this service.

My admission to the hospital was unplanned. After settling in my
room, | requested that my physician access LAFN and establish an
ICOMM webpage for me. On my webpage my physician entered my
status. Following his entry, | entered a list of e-mail address of
those members of my family and friends | wanted to be informed
and updated. What | found especially meaningful about iCOMM
was the ability to inform those close to me that | had been admitted
to the hospital without picking up the telephone. My loved ones
were very grateful to be informed of my condition without having to
call and possibly disturb me. Upon my release four days later, |
was able to simply enter my release status on my webpage, thus
saving me the necessity of calling everyone. Having iCOMM at my
disposal was definitely an asset to my hospital stay. For more
information and to access iICOMM, link to www.lafn.orgZicomm.

Until our next newsletter, keep LAFN Out Loud.
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